
John Sul l ivan’s  extensive exper ience in represent ing law f i rms of al l  s izes al lows him to understand claims

raised by aggr ieved cl ients and work with f i rms to respond to and resolve those claims informal ly  or ,  when

necessary ,  through l i t igat ion.

Since jo in ing Long & Levit  in  2005,  he has focused his  pract ice almost exclus ively  on law f i rm defense.  John

has defended attorneys in state and federal  courts ,  resolv ing claims at the pleading stage,  summary

judgment,  mediat ion,  t r ia l  and arbit rat ion.  Dur ing th is  t ime,  he also has represented attorneys in State Bar

matters ,  advised f i rms regarding partnership disputes,  and prosecuted fee claims.  John also counsels  f i rms

on l iabi l i ty  and ethics issues.

John current ly  serves as the Chair  of  the San Francisco Bar Associat ion Legal  Malpract ice Sect ion.  He

frequent ly  presents on profess ional  l iabi l i ty  topics and regular ly  contr ibutes a r isk

management art ic le to the San Francisco Bul let in ,  a monthly  legal  per iodical .  John also has been asked to

comment for  publ icat ions on Cal i fornia Court  of  Appeal  decis ions re levant to ethics and profess ional

l iabi l i ty .

As ide from represent ing profess ionals ,  John has exper ience handl ing personal  in jury  and product l iabi l i ty

cases as wel l  as commercial  and corporate disputes.  In  defending claims against  attorneys ,  John has gained

in depth exper ience in numerous areas of law, including ant i t rust ,  c lass act ions,  water r ights ,  federal  tax,

publ ic f inance,  employment,  and issues involv ing corporate governance.

John received his  J .D.  f rom the Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia,  Hast ings Col lege of the Law in 2005. Whi le at

Hast ings,  he served as an extern for  the Hon.  Paul  Alvarado (Ret. ) ,  San Francisco Super ior  Court .
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Academics
Santa Clara University | B.S.C., Finance, 2002

University of California, Hastings 

    College of Law | J.D., 2005

Admissions
Member of the California Bar � 

USDC: Northern District of California � � 

US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
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Professional Recognition
"Northern California Rising Star" in Professional

Liability, Super Lawyer Magazine, 2014 

Professional Affiliations
Edward J. McFetridge Inn of Court

San Francisco Bar Association � 

San Francisco Bar Association Legal

Malpractice Section � 

San Francisco Barristers Club Litigation Section 

St. Thomas More Society

Program Chair
The Bad Consequences of an Investment Gone South, and How to Protect Yourself" presented at the ABA

Standing Committee on Lawyers' Professional Liabil ity, Fall 2014 National Legal Malpractice Conference

"Young Professionals Roundtable: Managing the Tri-Partite Relationship" presented at the ABA Standing

Committee on Lawyers' Professional Liabil ity, Fall ,  2014 National Legal Malpractice Conference 

Recent Presentations/Publications
Speaker, Legal Malpractice and Ethics: 2019 In Review, Bar Association of San Francisco, Legal Malpractice

Section, San Francisco, CA January 22, 2020

Author, Insurance 101 For Law Firms, Daily Journal, March 27, 2020

Speaker, Insurance 101 For Law Firms, Bar Association of San Francisco, Legal Malpractice Section, San

Francisco, CA October 3, 2019

Speaker, Emerging Claim: Failure to Notify, ABA Young Professionals Event, Chicago, IL, June 6, 2019

Speaker, Fee Agreements: Lawyers’ Most Effective Tool To Manage Expectations, Protect Themselves and

Get Paid, Continuing Education of the Bar-University of California, Webinar, March 4, 2019

Speaker, Risk Management and the New Rules of Professional Conduct, Bar Association of San Francisco,

Legal Malpractice Section, San Francisco, CA January 29, 2019

Speaker, Legal Malpractice and Ethics: 2018 In Review, Bar Association of San Francisco, Legal Malpractice

Section, San Francisco, CA January 23, 2019

Speaker, Wake Up To The New Ethical World, 2018 Bay Area Bankruptcy Judges’ Conference, October 12,

2018

Speaker, Legal Malpractice and Ethics: 2017 In Review, Bar Association of San Francisco, Legal Malpractice

Section, San Francisco, CA January 17, 2018

465 CALIFORNIA STREET,  5TH FLOOR, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94104 TEL:  415-397-2222 | FAX:  415-397-6392 | LONGLEVIT.COM


